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Get out of the box 

 

‘If God be for us, who can be against us?’  

Romans 8:31 KJV 

In his family’s eyes, David would never be more than a shepherd (see 1 Samuel 16:11-12). 
But in God’s eyes, he was Israel’s next king. It’s amazing how people categorise us the 
moment we’re born. Somebody says you ‘look exactly like so-and-so’, or convinces you 
that you’re ‘just an average student’, or a ‘plain Jane’. And before you know it, you end 
up believing their assessments and opinions. Evidently some people considered Timothy 
too young to be a leader. That’s why Paul wrote and told him, ‘Don’t let anyone look 
down on you because you are young’ (1 Timothy 4:12 NIV 2011 Edition). Our list of other 
people’s perceived shortcomings can be harsh and unforgiving. It includes things like 
being poor, uneducated, physically or mentally challenged, or ethnically different. It even 
takes into account the foolish mistakes they made years ago. Ask yourself, would you like 
to be measured with that yardstick? Didn’t think so! When Adam Clarke, one of England’s 
most prolific eighteenth-century preachers, was young, his father told Adam’s teacher he 
didn’t think his son would do well in school. The teacher replied, ‘He looks very bright to 
me.’ Adam heard those words – and they changed his life by letting him out of the box his 
father put him in. Clarke lived to be seventy-two, became a famous Methodist minister, 
and gave the world one of its greatest Bible commentaries. So, get rid of your labels and 
life-limiting thoughts, and start dreaming. ‘What shall we then say to these things? If God 
be for us, who can be against us?’ When God is in your corner, you can rise to the top like 
cream! 

 

Luke 16:16-31, Psalm 89-90 

 

© UCB 2018| The Word for Today, free issues of the daily devotional are available for the UK 

and Republic of Ireland.  Registered Charity No. 299128. Copies are also available in St 

Michaels. 

 

Prayer 

Glorious God,  

You have taken hold of us and made us Your own. 

In the power of Your Spirit give us grace  

to press on in Your purposes, loving one another,  

learning together and living the mission of Him who calls us onwards,  

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 



Church Services in All Three of Our Churches – 

September 2018 

   

2nd September      

  9.30 am    Holy Communion     Minstead Church 

10.30 am    YouChurch      Emery Down Church 

11.00 am    Holy Communion and Coffee      Lyndhurst Church 

 

9th September      

  9.30 am   Holy Communion      Emery Down Church 

10.30 am   Coffee then Morning Worship    Lyndhurst Church  

  4.15 pm   Discussion Group and Tea     Minstead Church 

  6.00 pm   Evensong        Minstead Church 

 

16th September      

  9.30 am   Holy Communion      Minstead Church 

11.00 am   Holy Communion      Lyndhurst Church 

  6.00 pm   Sunday at Six Harvest Festival   Emery Down Church 

          

23rd September      

  9.30 am   Holy Communion      Emery Down Church 

10.30 am   Coffee then Altogether Worship   Lyndhurst Church 

10.30 am   Service of the Word     Minstead Church 

 
30th September      

10.30 am   Morning Worship     Emery Down Church 

10.30 am   Morning Worship with Harvest Festival  Lyndhurst Church 

10.30 am   Service of the Word and Music   Minstead Church 

 
 
 

Parishes Office: 

 
  Priest-In-Charge:     The Reverend David Potterton  
 

Administrator:    benefice@newforestparishes.com  8028 3175 
St. Michael and All Angel’s Church, High Street, Lyndhurst, Hampshire, 
SO43 7BD 

Forest Link:   forestlink@outlook.com     

 
www.newforestparishes.com 

 

http://www.newforestparishes.com/


Licensing of the Reverend David Steven Potterton as our 
Priest-In-Charge  
 

 
The Benefice of Lyndhurst, Emery Down and 
Minstead welcomed the appointment of the  
Rev. David Potterton as their new priest-in-charge 
on the 21st August. 
 
He was licensed in a service taken by the Bishop of 
Southampton, the Right Reverend Jonathan Frost, 
at St Michael and All Angels Church in Lyndhurst.  
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 

           Bishop Jonathan ‘Leads the Way’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In a packed church David was supported by 
his family, members of the three benefice 
congregations, and a large contingent from 
Romsey Abbey (who apparently were very 
reluctant to let him go).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
David receives his license from Bishop Jonathan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          A ‘Prudence’ of vicars arriving in support. 
 
 
 
 
'Images Ken Gibson - Romsey Abbey'.  



 

A letter from Michelle 
Mukinge hospital, PO Box 120092, Kasempa, Zambia 

Email:michelleproctor26@gmail.com / michelle.proctor@sim.org 
Mobile/cell +260 977719486 

August  2018 
 

 
Super glue, cling film and local 

honey.  What is the connection? 

 
 

 

Dear Friends, 

The answer to the question above may surprise some of you.  They are all things we use on a 

regular basis in theatre especially in our treatment of burns.  Honey when put on to burns or 

infected wounds acts as an antimicrobial and helps with healing. Cling film (plastic wrap) makes a 

great dressing to go over the burn and does not hurt when removed.  Super glue is one of the 

methods we use to secure skin when burns require skin grafts.  They all have the advantage of being 

easily and inexpensively purchased locally.  One patient who was recently treated for burns is 

Maggie (name changed).  This is her story: 

When Maggie’s house caught fire twin babies were trapped inside and Maggie ran in to the burning 

building to save them.  She rescued the twins who were completely unhurt but sustained severe 

burns herself. When she arrived at Mukinge her burns covered more that 30% of her body surface 

area which in a setting such as ours is usually incompatible with life.  Her prognosis was poor and as 

we began the long process of cleaning, debriding and dressing her wounds 3 times a week, we 

wondered if she would live long enough to have a skin graft.  Against the odds she surprised us all 

and we were able to graft her burns and after weeks in hospital she was discharged home.   

Treating burns is a big part of our surgical work load here. Children are often burnt from getting too 

close to the cooking fire and at this time of year we see burns that result from bush fires.  Last week 

a little girl was admitted who in order to escape a bush fire had climbed a tree, she saved her life 

but the flames still burnt her legs. 

 



 

I had my own little taste of a bush fire last week when 

one came up to the edge of my garden.  The fire burnt 

long in to the night and from the safety of my home the 

trees silhouetted by the flames looked beautiful.  

However, the noise and intense heat (even from a 

distance) was a reminder of the danger and how 

frightening it must be to be caught in a fire. 

Our surgical wards have been busy recently and there is 

more surgery to do than we can fit in with people 

travelling from near and far to seek help.  At the same 

time, we are facing shortages of everything including drugs and medical supplies.  We have had only 

3 of our monthly grants this year which means we are unable to buy things to make up for the 

shortages.  Pray with us as we make difficult decisions on how best to use the resources we do have 

and that we would soon receive our grant. 

My parents came to visit in July and I had a wonderful time with them both here at Mukinge and on 

holiday.  I have moved since they were last here and it was fun to show them my house as well as 

show them all the changes in the hospital and introduce them to my friends.  One of the highlights 

of their trip was a visit to Kafue Game Park. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

A morning cup of tea while the sun rises over the Kafue River. 

 

Thank you for your continued interest in the work here at Mukinge 

Michelle 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Letter from Italy is sent by Janet McCarraher, former resident of Minstead, now living in 
the Marches region of Italy.  

September 2018  

 
 Are you all getting over the heat? We are, having had the first rain for 8 weeks yesterday when it 
poured huge drops and hail. Rushed out thinking that it would be waterlogged only to find that the 
rain had just sunk in a couple of mms into the bone-dry soil. The garden looks somewhat dry – that 
being an understatement. I have my small trees looking sad; plants look sad but boy the weeds love 
it. Trying to pull them out of concrete is almost impossible.  
 
The dogs lie panting and, after I have given them a hose down, immediately go out to dry off in full 
sun.  
 
I have to say that my organising skills have been at full stretch as our helper went back to Romania 
to get married and has been away three weeks. Back this Friday! I have had a young girl come in 
every morning to help me with the morning routine of getting Malcolm up and showered. That is 
risky as he is so heavy and is likely to fall at a moment’s notice. I have to have two people here all 
the time. The same for the afternoon. Luckily my daughter came for two weeks and followed by 
Italian son for a few days to add to the assistance.  
 
Poor old Malcolm. Life is not easy but he is incredibly patient but determined. His bed looks like Fort 
Knox as his one aim recently is to escape and then I find him lying on the floor. And then I cannot lift 
him. I phone a friend up the road and he comes if I am on my own.  
 
The harvest is all in. I think grapes have suffered from drought. However, fruit is in abundance and 
peaches and nectarines are delicious. They go well with all the ice-cream which is made in a number 
of the good bars. What flavour do you like- cherry, coffee, cream, and chocolate? That last one can 
be very dark and quite delicious but I feel I can only take a few licks. Watermelons the size of bombs 
are also delicious and such a pretty colour – bright pink.  

Earlier on in the summer I had a friend from Salisbury staying who is a keen sports watcher and we 
had a good number of sessions – World Cup, tennis, athletics, cricket. It’s always good to have a 
companion on these occasions. Also swimming when Duncan Scott did such marvellous swims in 
Glasgow. He is the grandson of a lovely Scottish couple to come to house sit for us and I am proud 
to say I have been adopted as Scott’s Italian granny. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop’s Commission for Mission (BCM) 

 
Programme Streams Available – Autumn 2018 

 

St John’s Church, Hartley Wintney – BCM Worship or BCM Pastoral 
St Francis Church, Valley Park – BCM Disciple or BCM Children, Families, Youth 

  

Are you a lay person? Would you like some encouragement  for your existing ministry, or for a 
developing vocational path?  More interested in learning from passionate practitioners and others 
in ministry than in getting a formal qualification?  Want help to see your ministry through a 
missional lens?  Then Bishop’s Commission for Mission could be for you. 
  
BCM is a lay training programme focused on enabling church members to live the mission of Jesus 
in every part of their lives, equipping them to live out their vocation to the full.  Through 
participating in the programme we believe God will shape you for your place in his mission. 
  
To qualify for the training programme you will need to be recommended by your incumbent and 
PCC, who will usually pay your training costs.  Once you have successfully completed the 
programme, you will be commissioned by the Bishop of Winchester for your role. 
  
To find out more please visit the BCM page www.winchester.anglican.org/bcm/  on the Diocesan 
website, or contact wendy.atkinson@winchester.anglican.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.winchester.anglican.org/bcm/


 

 

What's On 
 

 16th Sept 11.00 am – 3.00 pm Special Event: Wedding Showcase 

Complimentary entry and beverages 

Join us for a spectacular wedding showcase in the beautiful Garden Marquee. 

Come along and view our stunning venues, meet our recommended suppliers and 

sample our seasonal wedding breakfast menus. 

To confirm your attendance and for further information contact mywedding@winchestercathedral.events 

 

 27th Sept 2.30 pm  Friends of Winchester Cathedral –  

Cheese of the British Isles by Chris Newcome 

Take part in a free trail around the Cathedral to find out about the brilliant 

Bishops of Winchester. Once you’ve found them all make your own puppet 

bishop! Children under 16 go free but must be accompanied by an adult. Last 

entry for craft activity, 30 minutes before the end of the session.  

Tickets £15 for Friends and £18 for non-friends. Tickets are available via the Friend's Office. Call 01962 
857245 or email dodie.napier@winchester-cathedral.org.uk 

 

28th Sept 2.00 pm   First World War – In my Beginning: Tour and tea 

As the commemorations for the centenary of the First World War draw 

to a close, we revisit all the places we have seen since 2014 - taking you 

down into the Crypt, along the Nave and up onto the roof. Music and 

poetry will be included. The tour lasts one and a half hours with cream 

tea afterwards. Be prepared - 129 steps to climb! 

Tickets: £12.50 + Booking fee. Includes cream tea taken in the Cathedral Refectory after the tour. 

 

 

For full event listings and service listings please visit the website.   

mailto:mywedding@winchestercathedral.events
http://winchester-cathedral.co.uk/529-49IEQ-LEPPM6-24POFD-1/c.aspx
http://winchester-cathedral.co.uk/529-49IEQ-LEPPM6-24POFE-1/c.aspx


 

 

including Minstead, Emery Down, Bank & Brook 

Lyndhurst Neighbourcare drivers provide a valuable service to help people 

without family or friends immediately available to assist, to attend surgery, 

dental or hospital appointments.  We also enable people to do essential 

shopping, banking or other necessary errands. Our drivers really enjoy meeting 

the people they drive. 

 

WILL YOU HELP US TO KEEP THIS SERVICE RUNNING? 

Just an hour or two per month could help someone who needs this service. 

You do not have to commit to a regular time 

~ you can refuse any job if it’s not convenient 

~ your driving expenses will be paid 

 

If you would like to join our team of drivers*, to help in any other way, or just to 

make enquiries, please phone our Voicemail service on 0845 0945 818 and we’ll 

get back to you. 

Chris Smart, Chairman, Lyndhurst Neighbourcare 

*Subject to DBS checks 

 

Do you know someone who has gone through, or is going through a difficult time, and 

would appreciate a contact from someone who has a sympathetic ear?  Yes? 

 

Then ring Peggy Nicholls on 023 8028 2378 

She has a team of trained sympathetic ears who she can call 

upon, and one of them will be glad to call or visit for a chat or 

just listen. 

These Lay Pastors offer confidentiality 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 www.newforestcentre.org.uk/ 

September 2018 

New Forest Open Art Exhibition 
14 July to 8 September, 9.30am - 4.30pm. Free entry. 

Showcasing the best of the creative New Forest, our Open Art Exhibition 
returns for a 6th year!  
 
Run in partnership with the National Park Authority and sponsored by 
ExxonMobil, this free exhibition is open daily throughout the Summer and even 
gives you the opportunity to vote for your favourite piece of artwork. 
 
Hilary Marshall, New Forest Centre Manager, said: ‘The annual Open Art 
competition is a firm favourite with visitors and local 
artists alike, showcasing the great artistic talent within the 
Forest. The standard and diversity of artwork entered is 
increasing year on year and I am sure our competition 

judges will have a hard task ahead of them. We are delighted to be working with 
both the New Forest National Park Authority and ExxonMobil at the Fawley 
Refinery again to help support and encourage work within the creative community.’ 
 

Cathryn Baldock’s ‘All the Leaves are Brown’ beat 188 other 

entries to win first prize in the yearly contest, sponsored by 

ExxonMobil at the Fawley refinery and chemical complex.  

 
www.newforestcentre.org.uk/open-art-2018/ 

 

 

BARRY PECKHAM: A RETROSPECTIVE  
Sat 15 Sep to Sun 28 Oct  
 
 
Enjoy the work of one of the New Forest’s best artists in this retrospective exhibition celebrating 50 
years.  
 
A New Forest native, Barry paints in oils and 

watercolours and prefers to take his inspiration directly 

from the nature surrounding him. 

 
There will be over fifty paintings on display including a 

selection of early works.  

35 paintings will be for sale and a full colour booklet 

accompanies the exhibition for sale at £8.00 per copy.  

   

 



 

 

New Forest Memories 

New Forest Memories - An Illustrated Talk by Lord Montagu of 
Beaulieu and Dr Manny Hinge 

 
Friday 21 September 2018, 7.30pm (doors open 7pm) at 
Lyndhurst Community Centre 

Tickets £15 (NFC Friends £12) book now online, call 023 8028 3444 or 

pop into the New Forest Centre. 

The New Forest has been painted, filmed and written about for centuries 

by those that know it and those just passing through.  

Writings and art from past centuries, local films of historic interest and extracts from the Burley Living History 

Project have been brought together by Lord Montagu and Dr Manny Hinge who will jointly present the 

evening's programme at Lyndhurst Community Centre.  

It will be a unique insight into the New Forest and a one-off presentation in Lyndhurst, so come along and help 

raise some money for your local museum. 

 

https://bit.ly/2NO5DOX

