
BENEFICE PROFILE AND ROLE DESCRIPTION
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Tim Dakin
Bishop of Winchester

Welcome to this Benefice Profile and Role Description … and welcome to the Diocese of 
Winchester!

At the heart of our life here is the desire to be always Living the Mission of Jesus. We are 
engaged in a strategic process to deliver a mission-shaped Diocese, in which parochial, 
pastoral and new forms of pioneering and radical ministry all flourish. Infused with God’s 
missionary Spirit we want three character traits to be clearly visible in how we live: 

▪ Passionate personal spirituality;
▪ Pioneering faith communities; 
▪ Prophetic global citizenship.

The Diocese of Winchester is an exciting place to be at the moment. We wait with eager 
anticipation to see how this process will unfold. We pray that, if God is calling you to join 
us in his mission in this part of the world, he will make his will abundantly clear to you.

“As the Father sent me so I send you … Receive the Spirit” (John 20:21)

Jonathan Frost
Bishop of Southampton

Lyndhurst Deanery
The deanery has a mix of suburban, market town and village parishes and is located in the south of the diocese, within the archdeaconry 
of Bournemouth.   The life of the deanery includes an active Synod and a friendly and supportive Chapter. We work together to find ways 
to enable all the people of our parishes to live out their calling in our shared mission and ministry.  To do this we have formed 
partnerships and groupings amongst our benefices to help make the best use of our resources.  We encourage all our stipendiary clergy to 
be active within the deanery so that their skills and gifts can be used to build up the whole deanery.

Peter Salisbury
Area Dean of Lyndhurst

http://www.winchester.anglican.org/
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A prayer for the future

Lord Jesus Christ, we thank You for Your care of us and put ourselves into Your guiding hands as we 
prepare to welcome and support our new priest.

May we discern Your will as we pray and work together.  Amen.

Our three parishes, located in the centre of the New Forest, are:

All Saints Church, Minstead.

Christ Church, Emery Down.

St. Michael and All Angels Church, Lyndhurst.

As a benefice our desire is to see all generations come to Christ and grow together in a relationship with Him.

WELCOME TO THE BENEFICE OF 
LYNDHURST AND EMERY DOWN AND MINSTEAD
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Lyndhurst Emery Down Minstead

https://newforestparishes.com/


DIRECTION OF TRAVEL

The roles of parish clergy are many and varied and we acknowledge the 

need to give the vicar freedom to respond to pastoral situations and 

mission opportunities as appropriate.  Churches, Deaneries and the Diocese 

work proactively with Mission Action Planning.  However, this process has 

not been used to its full advantage in this benefice.  We believe that it is 

now time to step up a gear.  We need leadership in this area and so seek 

this from our new priest.  

OBJECTIVES

To develop a Mission Action Plan for the whole benefice.

To develop a programme that enables us to operate primarily as a benefice removing unnecessary 

duplication and ensuring the best use of those with particular gifts so that our energies are invested in 

much more exciting things than just the day to day running of the parishes.
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Although we recognise that there are distinctives about our three churches and the communities in which 

they are located and serve, after prayer and much conversation we have identified some areas which we 

believe need to be priorities for the entire benefice and for all of the churches as we move forward under 

the guidance of the Holy Spirit to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ.
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DIRECTION OF TRAVEL

PRIORITIES

To preserve local witness in each community.

To develop relationships with the schools and colleges in the benefice and those that the children from 

the benefice attend – i.e. St. Michael and All Angels CE Infant School, Lyndhurst; Bartley CE Junior 

School, Bartley; Hounsdown Secondary School; and Brockenhurst College. 

To develop a sustainable pattern of ministry and missional engagement across the benefice, bringing in 

a new generation and affirming the current one.

To lead, develop and equip the disciples of our churches to proclaim the Gospel in both word and deed, 

investing our time, talents and treasure for the work of God’s kingdom.

To develop an incarnational ministry in our community.

To maintain ecumenical links with other churches by developing and supporting shared initiatives such 

as ‘Open the Book’, the Carers’ Café and the Good Friday Walk of Witness.
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BENEFICE LIFE AND MISSION

We seek to meet people in their everyday lives and to use our buildings as hubs for the community.  We are 

involved in the three great life events of Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals, but we seek to do more.

Each church is involved in ways to express the love of Jesus in the community, with activities ranging from 

animal blessings and concerts to local history groups and litter picks.

Our community is full of people at different stages of life all needing the shining light of Jesus in their lives.  

‘Being Church’ in their midst is rich and varied.

Stronger witness will result from a combined approach across the benefice.

“Why do apart 

what we can better 

do together?”

William Temple
Archbishop of York

and Archbishop of Canterbury
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We are currently arranged as three parishes, each with a PCC 

operating autonomously.  Discussion has begun on an 

overarching benefice plan, which is something we want to 

address with the help of our new priest and see this as an 

exciting time in the life of the benefice.  We have taken steps to 

work and play together more.  We have also been trying fresh 

initiatives together and in individual parishes to benefit from 

working together and to attract a wider section of our 

community.

Initiatives in the parishes include:

Benefice churchwardens meeting together monthly.

Benefice churchwardens meeting with the administrators 

monthly.

Lay pastors working across the benefice.

Benefice prayers shared by email contact.

Benefice Marriage Preparation course.

‘Thy Kingdom Come’ activities across the benefice.

‘Sunday at Six’ - Christ Church (Fresh Expression).  This 

initiative aims to reach people in a non-threatening way by 

engaging with the arts with a short gospel message and then 

a meal at the village pub.  See Appendix I.
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YouChurch (lay-led informal service) – Christ Church.

Service of Worship and Music – All Saints.

Café Church – St. Michael and All Angels.

Churches Together (our churches working ecumenically 

together on shared initiatives):

‘Open the Book’ - working in the local C of E infant 

school.

Carers’ Cafe - churches take turns to provide produce 

for and run the cafe monthly for carers.

Good Friday Walk of Witness.

Service of Christian Unity.

Women’s World Day of Prayer.

Alpha Groups.

These are stepping stones to reach our mission goals of spreading 

the Word of Jesus.  Our aim is to work together towards shared 

goals in mission and administration.

For more information about the extended life and activities of the 

benefice please see the relevant appendix.
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MEET THE TEAM
All Saints, Minstead

Liz Randall is one of the two churchwardens.  She is a university lecturer, now working part-time 

with students training to be teachers.  She works hard in her role for the benefit of the church 

and is described as dependable.  She is known for her cheerful disposition and enthusiasm for 

any project she undertakes.  She also has a reputation for persuading individuals to perhaps 

undertake tasks they would not do if not prompted. 

Diane Andrews is the Parish Clerk.  When not overseeing the births, deaths and marriages she is 

a District Councillor.  Over the years her role has had its unexpected moments – at her first 

wedding the couple thought the service was over when the organ started to play half-way 

through the service and walked out of the church!

Alison McGhee is the Parochial Church Council secretary.  She enjoys riding in the forest.  When 

not working to create the perfect cottage garden she is a successful solicitor.  As the secretary 

Alison efficiently keeps the PCC on track and organises the church’s charities programme.  She is 

currently raising funds for Minstead Training Trust.  She profoundly believes that it is our own 

faith, our families and our communities that sustain us.

Isabel Yeo and her husband have lived in the area for over 30 years.  They brought up their 

children in Minstead.  Community life is vital to Isabel; she is well aware that rural village 

churches are valued by those of all faiths and none.  When not at church, she might be choral 

singing, walking, reading, gardening, socialising with friends and family or attending a yoga class.  

As her term as churchwarden is almost at an end, she plans to use some of her time getting 

involved in Lay Pastoring.
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June Foote, sacristan.  June was born in India – a country she loves – and came to England 

aged eight.  After school, June worked for solicitors in London.  A Lyndhurst resident for 11 

years, June has two children and four grandchildren.

Peter Power is head of Church Fabric and co-founder of ‘Sunday at Six’ (Fresh Expression).  He 

is chairman of the village hall trustees and led the team to convert the local phone box into a 

bookstall/information point – proceeds go to the church.  He runs his own company and is an 

active Magistrate.   Peter has two grown up sons and is married to Victoria, who works at 

Winchester College.
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Michael Combe, churchwarden, came to Emery Down aged five. Having worked in shipping for 
40 years, he is semi-retired only being involved in a small London-based firm of Lloyds insurance 
brokers. He and Libby, have two married children, plus grandchildren, living in London. Michael 
plays golf (badly), enjoys country pursuits, and is Chairman of Emery Down Almshouses.

Please see Appendix H, for more members of the Christ Church, Emery Down Team.

Sara Hall, churchwarden and PCC treasurer, was convent-educated in Whitby, passing ‘O’ level 
Religious Knowledge on her third attempt! She redeemed herself later after retirement from 
university administration, by studying Theology at Sarum College [Cert HE]. She reads, tries to 
paint, and walks her Irish Terrier.

The Benefice of Lyndhurst and Emery Down and Minstead - Living the Mission of Jesus
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Sheena Watkins (left), churchwarden, has 

lived in Lyndhurst for two years.  She is a 

retired Civil Servant and mother of one.  

Sheena enjoys crosswords, reading 

walking and shopping.   Suzanne Ramsay 

(right). churchwarden, has lived in the 

New Forest for 57 years.  Before retiring 

Suzanne worked in banking and then 

teaching in Primary School.  Her main 

interests, when not spending time with 

her family, are Scottish Country Dancing, 

horses and her three dogs.

Ann Rogers is the church 

administrator and also the 

administrator for the 

benefice.  Ann has worked in 

this role for many years and 

has also served in the role of 

churchwarden for six years.
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Peggy Nicholls has lived in 

Lyndhurst for 27 years and 

is the leader of our Lay 

Pastors. Peggy and her 

husband Peter host an 

annual Christian Aid garden 

party and are very active in 

Churches Together and the 

Carers Café. Peggy is 

passionate about her 

beagle dogs and also enjoys 

gardening. 

The Benefice of Lyndhurst and Emery Down and Minstead - Living the Mission of Jesus
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Covering 145 square miles, the New Forest is a place of ancient history, fascinating wildlife and stunning beauty.  

It is a mosaic of ancient and ornamental woodland, open heather-covered heaths, rivers and valley mires, a 

coastline of mudflats and salt marshes, and pretty historic villages.  The New Forest National Park is now the 

largest area of lowland heath in southern England.

The benefice is located in the centre of the National Park.  The residents of the three parishes are a diverse 

community, mainly concentrated in the semi-rural village of Lyndhurst but also dispersed throughout the more 

rural parishes of Emery Down and Minstead.

The 2011 census found the population of Lyndhurst as a whole to be older (25 % of the population were over 65) 

than the county average and the national average.  43 % of property is owned, but nearly 11% is social housing 

(council and housing association).  Unemployment is low (1.4%).  The population of Lyndhurst (including Emery 

Down) was 3,192 in the 2015 census www.thenewforest.co.uk
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“For surely I know the 
plans I have for you, 

says the Lord, plans for 
your welfare and not 

for harm, to give you a 
future with hope.”

Jeremiah 29: 11 (NRSV)

The Benefice of Lyndhurst and Emery Down and Minstead - Living the Mission of Jesus
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LIVING HERE
Lyndhurst has been known as the capital of the New Forest since William the 

Conqueror established the area as a royal hunting ground in 1079.  The large village is 

popular with tourists, offering a range of shops, tea rooms, pubs and cafés and a hotel.  

St. Michael & All Angels church is a popular stop for visitors who seek out the grave of 

Alice Liddell (Hargreaves) resident of the area and the inspiration for Lewis Carroll’s 

“Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland”.  There is a very active community life illustrated by 

a large number of clubs and societies, many of which meet in the large community 

centre. 

The small village of Emery Down lies on the hill above Lyndhurst and is approached 

from Swan Green in the south and from Minstead in the north.  The parish includes the 

hamlets of Bank, Gritnam and Allum Green – all separated from the village by the A35.  

There are two Inns, a shared village hall, five almshouses and an active local history 

group.  Because of parish boundaries, it is difficult to define the exact population, but 

there are 177 residences – a handful of which are second homes and a few of which 

have Emery Down addresses but are in the parish of Minstead.

Minstead, (population 708), 2 miles north of Lyndhurst  enjoys a strong and varied 

community life.  Activities and facilities within the village include: Minstead Training 

Trust; Furzey Gardens; Rural Studies Centre; Bell Ringers; Annual Flower Show; History 

Group; Junior Minstead; Conan Doyle grave; Church choir; annual Village Fete; 

Minstead Players; WOW (Women on Wednesdays) group; Church kneeler tapestry 

group; shop/tearooms; pub; large village hall. 

Local leisure centre facilities are available in Totton, to the east of the Forest and 

Lymington to the south.  The New Forest with its diverse landscapes is the perfect place 

to enjoy many forms of exercise such as rambling, cycling and horse riding.  Sailing and 

other water sports are also popular on the coastal and inland waters.
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“Unless 
the LORD

builds the 
house, those 
who build it 

labour in 
vain.”

Psalm 127: 1a (NRSV)
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St. Michael & All Angels CE Infant School, a branch of the Oaks CE Learning Federation, is a highly successful 

school serving the young children of Lyndhurst and the surrounding villages.  Bartley CE Junior School has been 

established for 40 years as a church school and was judged to be an outstanding school at the SIAMS inspection in 

2015.  Hounsdown Secondary School  is an Academy school with an outstanding Ofsted report (2017).  

Brockenhurst college and Totton college, offer A levels, vocational, apprenticeships, adult learning and business 

courses.

12 miles to the east of Lyndhurst is the major port of Southampton.  The population of approx. 250,000 increases 

during term-time with the addition of 44,000 students of the two Universities: University of Southampton and 

Southampton Solent University.  The city has a large shopping centre and West Quay retail park, which has been 

recently extended to include a multi-screen cinema and numerous restaurants.  Southampton has a growing 

cultural quarter with arts, heritage, entertainment, events and music.  It is also home to the Mayflower Theatre, 

the Nuffield Theatre and the Turner Sims concert hall.  www.discoversouthampton.co.uk.  Bournemouth, with its 

excellent beaches, lies 20 miles to the west and London is only 80 minutes away by train.

From the North, London and the Home Counties, the M3, M27 and A34 provide fast, direct road links into the 

area. The A36 is the major route from the West Country, Bristol and Wales.
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PROPERTY PARTICULARS

Key features

Detached property.
Driveway to provide off road parking for several cars.
Four bedrooms .
Large lounge with open fire.
Dining room.
Newly fitted kitchen .
Utility room.
Study / second reception room.
Downstairs w/c.
Modern re-fitted bathroom with walk in shower and 
bath.
Double garage.

5 Forest Gardens, Lyndhurst, SO43 7AF

This modern property is located in a quiet road situated on the edge of Lyndhurst, within a short walking distance to 

the High Street.

The property benefits from parquet flooring to most of the downstairs and wooden floorboards upstairs.  The sitting 

room has an open fire and patio doors to the garden and a door to the dining room, which opens onto the newly 

fitted kitchen, with ample space for appliances.  There is a separate cloakroom and a utility room.

Upstairs there are 3 double bedrooms, 2 with sinks, and a single bedroom.  There is a contemporary bathroom with 

bath and separate shower.

The house is approached up a drive with parking for several cars and a double garage.  There is an enclosed, south 

facing, rear garden mainly laid to lawn with a fish pond.  There are apple trees and mature shrubs. 

View of rear of property

13 The Benefice of Lyndhurst and Emery Down and Minstead - Living the Mission of Jesus



This floorplan is not accurate or to scale and therefore should be used as a guide only

The lounge
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Bedroom 3

22.3ft x 10.3ft

Bedroom 4

7ft x10.6ft

A/C

Landing

Bedroom 1

12ft x 14ft

Bedroom 2

13ft x 12.8ft

W/C Bathroom

Lounge

12.6ft x 23ft
Dining Room 

12.6ft x 9.8ft

Utility

Kitchen

11.3ft x 12.6ft

Hallway

W/C Entrance Hall

Study

12ft x 13ft

PROPERTY PARTICULARS
5 Forest Gardens, Lyndhurst, SO43 7AF

The Benefice of Lyndhurst and Emery Down and Minstead - Living the Mission of Jesus

Floorplan



ROLE DESCRIPTION FOR PRIEST-IN-CHARGE
This Role Description should be read in conjunction with the Benefice Profile and the Guidelines for the Professional Conduct of the Clergy which apply 
to all the ordained.

We are seeking a priest and Christian leader who:

SPIRITUALITY

Is faithful in their own life of prayer, Bible study and walking with God, making appropriate time for reflection and retreat.

Maintains a balance in their own life between work, recreation, family and friends.

WORSHIP AND PREACHING

Leads worship comfortably and confidently across a range of modern and traditional styles.

Will be proactive in the ongoing developments of what we offer to meet contemporary needs, and the adjustments that will enable a sustainable 
pattern of worship. 

Is an enthusiastic preacher and teacher, interpreting the Christian message in ways that connect with contemporary life, and with people for whom 
it may be unfamiliar.

LEADERSHIP AND COLLABORATION

Consults and collaborates deeply in developing vision and mission plans, seeking to build broad-based commitment to new initiatives and to 
manage change effectively.

Will lead the ongoing development, implementation and review of benefice mission plans, holding us firm to our commitments, and ensuring that 
vision becomes action. 

Has excellent communication skills and will use these to set forth our vision in a way that inspires the commitment of our churches and 
communities.  

Is a team player but also a team leader, and will share significant matters in the leadership of the parish without losing the authority needed for 
good oversight.

DISCIPLESHIP, LEARNING AND NURTURE

Has a longing and commitment to develop faithful discipleship in people of all ages, and will bring experience and resources to enable this. 

Can enable individuals to discern their gifts, and is actively committed to supporting them in developing and using these in worship and outreach.

Is open to personal challenge in their own discipleship, and has the courage, commitment and interpersonal skills to challenge others as well.
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EVANGELISM AND CONCERN FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE

Is inclined outwards in mission, bringing creative ideas and new initiatives in our mission, remaining up to date with new developments in mission. 

Is a persuasive yet sensitive evangelist, presenting the Gospel clearly and confidently and helping us learn to do so too.

Will give leadership and personal presence in developing a distinctive Christian engagement with the schools serving the children and young people 
of the benefice 

Deliberately makes themselves a visible and accessible presence and a Christian leader in our communities, at both a civic and inter-personal levels. 

Brings, or proactively develops, understanding of the distinctive character of rural communities, and displays wisdom in working with the 
opportunities and challenges that this brings.

PASTORAL CARE

Exercises pastoral care in a sensitive yet practical way, not only for worshippers and their families, but also members of the wider community.

Is an approachable, active listener with strong interpersonal skills, and will support and develop of pastoral care through the gifts of the wider 
worshipping community.

STEWARDSHIP, FINANCES AND PARISH ORGANISATION

Brings experience of the effective management of change and will use that experience to help the whole benefice develop a more cohesive sense 
of itself, a more concerted approach to management of its life, and shared commitment to missional priorities.

Is an experienced chair of meetings, ensuring that good listening is perceived as a gift, voices are heard, discussions crystallised, and decisions 
reached and implemented.

Is an effective manager of their own time and a competent delegator, recognising their own limitations, making good use of voluntary resources, 
and valuing their contributions. 

On an ongoing basis will help us recognise the link between our vision and our commitment in time, talents, and treasures.

ECUMENISM AND LINKS WITH OTHER BODIES

Builds relationships of mutual respect with local government and other professional bodies and uses these as a foundation for shared service for the 
common good.

Is a proactive colleague to others in the local Churches Together Group, collaborating on combined initiatives where possible.

Engages actively with the life of deanery and diocese, using their gifts and skills for the benefit of the wider Church.
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ROLE DESCRIPTION CONTINUED
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APPENDIX
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APPENDIX A 1
Regular Services and Activities in our Churches

All Saints, Minstead

1st Sunday 9.30 am  Holy Communion A Holy Communion service for all, using contemporary 

language (Common Worship)  followed by refreshments and 

conversation.

2nd Sunday 4.15 pm Discussion Group/tea Open to everyone, this is an opportunity to sit down, ask 

questions, share ideas and discuss the challenges of our faith 

in an informal setting with tea and cake or just listen to 

others.  

6.00 pm Evensong Traditional Prayer book Evensong, led by members of the lay 

team.

3rd Sunday 9.30 am  Holy Communion A Holy Communion service for all, using contemporary 

language (Common Worship)  followed by refreshments and 

conversation.

4th Sunday 10.30am Service of the Word A monthly lay - led service using contemporary language; 

always with a thought provoking talk.  

5th Sunday 10.30 am Service of Worship 

and Music

An informal service with extra emphasis on the role of music 

in our worship.  A themed selection of recorded music to 

listen to, as well as hymns or songs to join in with.  Plus 

prayers, readings and usually a short talk.

The Benefice of Lyndhurst and Emery Down and Minstead - Living the Mission of Jesus
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1st 

Sunday

10.30 am YouChurch A very informal lay-led service beginning with coffee at 

10.30am followed by a short service suitable for all the 

family:  songs, Bible readings, and prayers – come just as 

you are on your way to or from your run, walk or cycle ride.

2nd Sunday 10.30 am Holy Communion Holy Communion using traditional language (Common 

Worship Order One).

3rd Sunday 6.00 pm Sunday at Six Fresh Expression - A village community and fellowship 

gathering usually with entertainment and sometimes 

refreshments.  Often vouchers for half price roast dinner at 

New Forest Inn are available for those who attend Sunday at 

Six

4th Sunday 9.30 am 

or 

10.30am

Holy Communion Holy Communion using traditional language (Common 

Worship Order One).

5th Sunday 10.30 am Morning Worship A lay-led Service of the Word using traditional language.

The Benefice of Lyndhurst and Emery Down and Minstead - Living the Mission of Jesus
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1st Sunday 11.00 am Holy Communion Traditional Holy Communion with Young Church followed by 

chat, coffee and biscuits.

2nd Sunday 10.30 am Morning Worship Informal Service led by the Homegroup with coffee and chat 

before and after.

3rd Sunday 11.00 am Holy Communion Traditional Holy Communion with Young Church followed by 

chat, coffee and biscuits.

4th Sunday 10.30 am Morning Worship Coffee and cake followed by Informal Altogether Service.

5th Sunday 10.30 am Morning Worship Coffee and cake followed by Informal Altogether Service.

The Benefice of Lyndhurst and Emery Down and Minstead - Living the Mission of Jesus
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Regular Services and Activities in our Churches

St. Michael and All Angels, Lyndhurst
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Tuesdays Home Group at David and Peggy’s.

Wednesdays Open The Book weekly at St Michael and All Angels CE Infant School and monthly at St. 

Michael and All Angels Church.

Holy Communion, Coffee and Chat at The Nondescripts Club.

Service at Hartwood House once a month.

Bellringing at All Saints.

Choir practice at All Saints in the weeks leading up to festivals.

Thursdays Carers' Café at Lyndhurst Baptist Church once a month.

Home Group at All Saints.

Bellringing Practice at All Saints and St. Michael and All Angels.

Fridays Coffee, cleaning and chat at St. Michael and All Angels.

The Kneeler Group at All Saints.

The Benefice of Lyndhurst and Emery Down and Minstead - Living the Mission of Jesus
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APPENDIX B 

2017
All Saints, 
Minstead

Christ Church, 
Emery Down

St. Michael and  
All Angels, 
Lyndhurst

Total

Christenings 4 1 5 10

Weddings 1 1 4 6

Funerals 10 3 8 21

Tables showing the occasional offices performed in the three churches in 2016 and 2017.

2016
All Saints, 
Minstead

Christ Church, 
Emery Down

St. Michael and  
All Angels, 
Lyndhurst

Total

Christenings 1 0 6 7

Weddings 3 2 2 7

Funerals 13 1 14 28

Occasional Offices
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The church mentioned in The Domesday Book has been 

a site of Christian worship since at least Saxon times and

the building contains architecture and furnishings that 

reflect its history.  The present building, including the 

doorway, dates from the 12th century with a remodelled 

Norman chancel arch from two centuries later.

The earliest piece of furniture is the font which could be 

as early as the end of the 11th century.  For years, 

probably after Cromwellian times, it  lay buried in the vicarage garden from where it was recovered and 

replaced in the church in the 19th century.

The pews are made from forest oak and date back to the 17th century.  `Private’ pews built by local 

notable families on the north side resemble small sitting rooms with a fireplace each.  The south transept 

was enlarged in the 19th century to accommodate all the Minstead estate workers, the patron and his 

family.  

APPENDIX C 1
HISTORY OF THE CHURCHES
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The three-Decker pulpit dates from the 17th 

century, with woodwork from an even earlier 

age.  It reflects the hierarchical traditions of 

that society with the parish clerk answering 

the `Amens’ in the lowest section the reader, 

and the preacher appearing in ascending 

order.

The two galleries date from the 18th century, 

one built to accommodate the musician and 

a second for the children of the school in 

1818, with the present bell tower being 

added some 50 years earlier, with bells 

dating from the 15th century.

Both Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and his wife are 

buried in the churchyard.

APPENDIX C 1
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With the New Forest as its backdrop this delightful 

country church, designed by William Butterfield, 

welcomes visitors and worshippers alike.  

Consecrated in 1864, the church was gifted to the 

village by Admiral Frederick Moore Boultbee and 

serves as the parish church for Bank, Emery Down 

and Gritnam.  With seating for about 120 the 

church is an ideal setting for weddings and marriage 

blessings. 

The church's lychgate is the war memorial for Emery 

Down and commemorates those who fell in the First 

and Second World Wars.

APPENDIX C 2
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St. Michael and All Angels Church is located within the 

Lyndhurst Conservation Area and in the New Forest National 

Park.  It has a very rich history tracing its origins back to 1285 

when Queen Eleanor (of Castille), wife of Edward I, made an 

offering ‘at Lyndhurst in the King’s Chapel there’.

In 1741 a Georgian church was built but, in the nineteenth 

century, this was deemed too small to serve the needs of the 

growing population and was replaced by the current church 

(designed by William White) constructed between 1858 and 

1869.  The rector of the time, the Reverend John Compton, 

aimed for ‘a very handsome church with a beautiful spire and 

a complete set of bells’.    

APPENDIX C 3
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As well as being a treasure house of pre-Raphaelite art and high Victorian architecture, St. Michael and All 

Angels church plays a vital role at the heart of Lyndhurst life.  As a Grade 1 listed building, it is a tourist 

attraction for thousands of visitors from around the world who come to see the amazing Leighton fresco; 

Burne-Jones, Morris and Kempe stained glass; Flaxman and Seale sculpting; the ‘Alice in Wonderland’ grave 

and much more.

APPENDIX C 3
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What are we already doing?

New ideas for 5th Sundays

Church Tent at the village fete

Village hall committee 
representation

Church activities on village e-
news

Creation of textiles for the church

What would we like to do?

Competitions and activity days

2nd Sunday informal discussion 
group

More of an online presence

All Saints, Minstead

What are we already doing?

Lay pastors pray, visit and care for 
local community

Active mid-week meetings and 
home groups engaged with by 
over half of the community

Quiet Days

Actively involved with “Thy 
Kingdom Come” including 24/7 
prayer event 

What are we already doing?

Demonstrating through our daily 
lives what it is to be a Christian

What would we like to do?

Organise prayer walks

Alpha Course

St. Michael and All Angels, 
Lyndhurst Christ Church, Emery Down

Please note:
Christ Church does not have a 

formal Mission Action Plan, these 
statements relate to the PCC’s 
initial thoughts on the process 

and subsequent actions.

The Benefice of Lyndhurst and Emery Down and Minstead - Living the Mission of Jesus
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What are we already doing?

Changing patterns and content of 
services

Creation of new website and 
Facebook presence

Inception and open forum tea 
and talk

What would we like to do?

AV system discussed - installation 
in progress

Discussion of potential ways to 
increase our buildings fitness for 
purpose

All Saints, Minstead

What are we already doing?

Producing a page in Community 
Centre Newsletter

Organised ‘Open Day’ to coincide 
with village Christmas Fun Day

Built on relationship with Infant 
School by using ‘Open the Book’ 

What are we already doing?

Fresh Expression – ‘Sunday at Six’

Fewer services based on the Book 
of Common Prayer

‘YouChurch’ – monthly lay led 
service

Organising working parties of 
local residents to help maintain 
the churchyard

Compiling a visual catalogue of 
images of past life and events for 
the residents of Hartwood House 
in association with How we Used 
to Live

What would we like to do?

Explore Messy Church

Develop Café style service for 5th 
Sunday

St. Michael and All Angels, 
Lyndhurst Christ Church, Emery Down

The Benefice of Lyndhurst and Emery Down and Minstead - Living the Mission of Jesus
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What are we already doing?

Looking at new ways to promote 
charitable giving

Participation in Carers Café 

Support for the church through 
local volunteering

Communication through church 
notices

What would we like to do?

Begin local pastoring

Links with charity shop, 
foodbank, local homeless charity

All Saints,  Minstead

What are we already doing?

Working with Beavers and Cubs 
to help with faith badge

Participation in Carers Café 

Organised hospitality week

Promoted lay pastor team to 
congregation and sought 
volunteers

Supported Rector’s trip to 
Rwanda

What are we already doing?

Maintain good links in the 
community and use the lay pastor 
visiting system

Participation in Carers Café 

Maintain good links with Rwanda 
and partner diocese

Promote benefits and profile of 
partnership with non-
worshipping community

What would we like to do?

Develop youth oriented activity

Continue hospitality initiatives

Establish a Worship Ministry team

Re-think website and develop 
Facebook

St. Michael and All Angels, 
Lyndhurst Christ Church, Emery Down

The Benefice of Lyndhurst and Emery Down and Minstead - Living the Mission of Jesus
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What are we already doing?

Have registered for the Parish 
Giving Scheme

Praying for Guidance

What would we like to do?

Become more outward looking

Walk with Jesus in our 
community

All Saints, Minstead

What are we already doing?

Have registered for the Parish 
Giving Scheme

Produced a report for church 
members on church finances

What are we already doing?

Have registered for the Parish 
Giving Scheme

What would we like to do?

Continue Restoration and 
Renewal project

Look at the feasibility of joining 
the Deanery Credit Union

St. Michael and All Angels, 
Lyndhurst Christ Church, Emery Down

“Our vision is of a spiritual, vibrant, worshipful, caring and adaptable church 
catering for the needs of the congregation and the community it serves”.

Vision Statement of Christ Church, Emery Down

The Benefice of Lyndhurst and Emery Down and Minstead - Living the Mission of Jesus
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APPENDIX E
Overseas and Local Mission

The churches of Lyndhurst, Emery Down and Minstead support a range of charities including national charities 

such as the Royal British Legion and Samaritan Purse. 

Overseas projects include TearFund, Water Aid and Shyogwe project.  The Shyogwe project supports the work 

of the episcopal church of Rwanda and parishioners support children through Compassion.  We support 

Michelle Proctor who works for 'Service in Mission' in Mukinge Hospital Zambia.

We support local charities such as Minstead Training Trust which provide people with learning disabilities 

training and employment opportunities, whose students attend church regularly.  We also collect non-

perishable food items and toiletries on a week to week basis before delivering them to the Basics Bank in 

Lymington.  The Basics Bank New Forest supply food and initial help to those living in the local area.  The Bank 

helps those in dire need, in an emergency, as well as giving access to a range of support services. 

The Benefice of Lyndhurst and Emery Down and Minstead - Living the Mission of Jesus
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APPENDIX F
St. Michael and All Angels CE Infant School

At St. Michael and All Angels CE Infant School our Christian Ethos values of 

Friendship, Openness, Responsibility, Endurance, Stewardship and Trust run 

through all aspects of school life, like writing through a stick of rock.  A strong, 

active partnership between the church and our school enhances our ethos 

providing an opportunity for the church to be alongside young families as they 

grow.

The local minister has got such an important role at our school.  They should be a 

guide, a comforter, an enthusiast, a confident and so much more.  They should be 

such a regular visitor in a school that their presence is not a special occasion –

maybe a cup of tea with the staff at break-time, or a presence occasionally on the 

playground at the end of the day.  This is such a good opportunity for the local 

minister and makes him/her accessible to the school community.

We see the local minister as part of our school and trust that they will equally see 

us as part of the church.  The Senior Leadership Team appreciate having regular 

meetings to discuss aspects of the school’s work in terms of its Christian ethos and 

have the opportunity to share any issues with the minister providing pastoral 

support.

Working closely together can support both school and church.  Such linking also 

provides a seamless link for families and children as they see the church and 

school as part of the same family.  We look forward to welcoming the new 

minister to our school.

The Benefice of Lyndhurst and Emery Down and Minstead - Living the Mission of Jesus
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Tina Daniel is our Executive Headteacher.  Tina works between the three schools allowing certain days each week 

to spend time with each school.  You will often see Tina out in the playground at drop-off or pick-up times, 

chatting with parents and children. 

Supporting Tina at Lyndhurst is our Head of Learning Carole Gilman.  Carole is the Year One class teacher from 

Mon – Wed, she also manages the day to day running of the school with more office time for her Senior 

Leadership duties towards the end of the week. 

The office at the school is always busy, it’s the hub of communication for the school community.  The admin Team 

(Jo and Sarah) are in regular contact with Ann at the Parishes’ Office ensuring that school and church events are 

put in the diary and planned in advance.

APPENDIX F
St. Michael and All Angels CE Infant School
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Our school community has, over the past few years developed a stronger link with 

the Churches Together and local community events.  The PTA continue to support 

the school and raise funds for new equipment, furniture, day trips the list is 

endless. 

School and Church events

Welcome / Harvest Service for all the new parents and children in September.

Christingle Service.

School Nativity.

Making posies for the Mother’s Day Service.

Easter Service.

Leavers Service for the Year 2 children and presentation of their Bibles.

Family Services throughout the year (held on the first Wed of each month).

Termly School Newsletters – we like to include a message from the Church and 

advertise any forthcoming events/Services.

Each week the school has a special assembly, in the past, our vicar would join us 

for this special time, the children really enjoyed participating in these worships.

On a Wednesday morning ‘Open the Book’ (a group of people from all the local 

Churches) lead the worship, acting out different stories from the Bible.  This has 

proved to be very popular with the children.

APPENDIX F
St. Michael and All Angels CE Infant School
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APPENDIX G

All Saints, 
Minstead

Christ Church, 
Emery Down

St. Michael and All 
Angels, Lyndhurst

Income £46,140 £22,570 £90,819

Expenditure £44,709 £28,890 £121,852

Net Inc/Exp £1,431 -£6,320 -£31,033

Restricted 
Reserves

£42,975 £1,780 £21,869

Unrestricted 
reserves

£22,569 £25,510 £154,329

FINANCE

The table below shows the examined or audited accounts for the end of 2016 for our 
three parishes.  

We have been proactive in looking after our buildings and all of the improvements we 
have made have been paid for out of reserves and so we have no debt.   All our 
buildings and our finances are in good condition.  

The Benefice of Lyndhurst and Emery Down and Minstead - Living the Mission of Jesus
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APPENDIX H

MEET THE TEAM CONTINUED
Christ Church, Emery Down

Carole D’Arcy, bookkeeper, has lived in the village since 2005. A lecturer in 

business studies at a college of Further Education, Carole spent the last 11 

years of her working life with the US Army. Although raised in the Church of 

England she converted to Catholicism in the early 90s. Married to a lovely 

man, Carole is a proud granny and great-granny

Donald Milsom has attended Emery Down church as organist since he was 17 

years old.  He attended Southampton University and until his retirement was 

a physics and maths teacher at King Edward VI school Southampton.  He is 

married with three grown up children and three grandchildren who take up a 

lot of his spare time.  He is always happy to stand in as organist at any of the 

three churches. 

The Benefice of Lyndhurst and Emery Down and Minstead - Living the Mission of Jesus



38

APPENDIX I

EMERY DOWN’S ‘SUNDAY AT SIX’ AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

The villagers love their church, but in the 

main its small congregation is drawn from 

further afield.  Nonetheless, working 

together our parishioners created an Altar 

Frontal for All Seasons. 

Current group projects in the parish include 

working with the New Forest National Park 

Authority to record and conserve 

memorials in our churchyard, with our local 

history group devising ‘memory books’ for 

parishioners in nearby residential homes 

and commemorating those named on our 

war memorial lychgate.  Fundraising for the 

Church is centred upon a very successful 

annual ‘Wag and Bone’ dog show.

Our Fresh Expression for community, 

fellowship and refreshment, ‘Sunday at Six’, 

has been welcomed by parishioners.

The Benefice of Lyndhurst and Emery Down and Minstead - Living the Mission of Jesus


