
Thought for the Week
Jesus says, “If any want to become my followers let 
them deny themselves, take up their cross and follow
me.”
Especially in Lent we perhaps tend to think that 
“denying ourselves” is something to do with giving 
up things we enjoy, be it wine, chocolates, music, 
dancing or television. Or we might even think of it as
some kind of punishment for our sins.
But perhaps there’s a different way of understanding 
it.
We don’t know what form “Satan” took when Jesus 
was in the wilderness, but it clearly was something 
Jesus recognised as being in opposition to God. In 
our Gospel reading it’s the voice of Peter that tries to 
pull Jesus away from his intended path.
Now Jesus is saying to those around him, and to us, 
that if we’re serious about following him we are 
going to have to resist our own inner voice which 
tries to distract us. And that won’t be easy.  Our own
inner demons know only too well where our 
particular weaknesses lie and they may have nothing
to do with chocolate, wine or time-wasting.
Perhaps our weaknesses lie in enjoying gossip, 
hearing and passing on rumours; making judgements
without knowing the whole story; reacting with 
impatience when we’re inconvenienced in some 
way or breaking rules for our own advantage.
We each have our very own temptations and failures
and these are what we need to deny ourselves; the 
things we need to recognise and bring to God asking
for forgiveness, healing and the grace to begin again.
Jesus’ message is that having everything we want and
having everything going our way is worthless if in 
achieving that we have sacrifced our integrity, our 
honesty and our identity as God’s beloved child in 
whom he is well pleased.
Similarly the message is that even if our lives in 
worldly terms seem lacking in achievement, 
possessions, or status, if we still have our integrity, 
are being our true selves and following what we 
believe to be God’s will for us, then we have a life 
caught up in divinity and in the eternal kingdom of 
God.

 Next Sunday    4th March
Lent 3

9.30 am         Holy Communion  AS
10.30 am       YouChurch CC
11.00 am       Holy Communion and coffee 
                      St M
Exodus 20. 1 – 17 GNB OT 74
1 Corinthians 1. 18-25          GNB NT 198
John 2. 13-22          GNB NT 114

Praying as a Benefce
Please use the following text and prayer in a quiet 
time; the text is from this Sunday’s readings and the 
prayer is from Bishop Jonathan.  Please pray either at
noon or 5.55 pm (or both) every day.
This week’s Bible Text
His [Abraham’s] faith did not leave him, and he did not 
doubt God's promise; his faith flled him with power, 
and he gave praise to God.  He was absolutely sure that 
God would be able to do what he had 
promised.  (Romans 4: 20-21)
The Prayer
Gracious and merciful God, our Father,
you know the needs of your people in every place 
and in every time.  Look kindly, we pray, upon the 
people of this Benefce.  Draw to us, by your Holy 
Spirit, a faithful leader and pastor who will serve 
with us before you in all diligence and lowliness of 
heart.  By your blessing, bring many to the joys of 
your Kingdom;  through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.

Intercessions
In the name of Jesus we pray for healing for those
who suffer in mind, body, or spirit, and for those

who care for them
Daphne Carty, Snowy, Joy from Hillrise, 

Joan Pritchard,  Beth Hirst, Lionel Hall, Mark, 
Lorna Sturney, Becky, Joyce Upward, Joseph, 

Strat Liddiard, Karen, Lucy, Jenny,  
Betty Tripp, Derek White, Tracy Nicholls, 

Alice Pink, Barbara Shearman, Loretta, 
Paul Hanscombe, Stanley and Gill Gibbons,

 Ivy Webb, Crawford, Ralph and Zara Toop, Zac, 
The Lenaerts family, Jasmine, Michael, Alison, 

Carol and Don Knott.
We remember those who have died recently,

and pray for their families and friends
especially

Joyce James.

The Week Ahead
Mon 26 10.30 am Tower meeting St M
Tues 27 1.00 pm Lent Group St M

7.30 pm Rock Choir rehearsal St 
M

Weds 2810.30 am Holy Communion and 
coffee in Nondescripts    

11.00 am Bellringing AS
2.30 pm Funeral of Joyce James 

St M
Thurs 1 12 noon New Forest Centre 

visiting St M
7.30 pm Bellringing St M and AS
7.30 pm Lent Group in Church 

AS
Fri 2 3.00 pm Kneeler Group AS



World Women's Day of Prayer 
Friday 2nd March to be held at All Saints Church 
Minstead at 11am (light refreshments will be served 
from 10.30).  All welcome.

St Michael's
Lent Group in Church.
1-2pm on Tuesday until Easter
Live Lent: "Let your Light Shine" is the initiative of 
the Archbishops of Canterbury and York. If you wish 
to do so, please arrive early at 12.30 pm and bring 
your lunch – coffee provided.  Take a fier and bring 
a friend.  This replaces the Tuesday Evening Home 
Group which will start again at Whinwood after 
Easter.

All Saints' Church Minstead.
Lent Group in Church.
7.30 pm on Thursdays in Lent;  not including 
Maundy Thursday. Studying a book called: "The 
Things He Carried." by Stephen Cottrell.  Meditations
for Lent and Holy Week.  Published by SPCK.
Stephen Cottrell brings home, vividly and 
poignantly, the physical reality of the passion story. 
This is a book to stimulate thought, provoke 
discussion and create space for contemplation.

Lay Pastors Meeting
Wednesday 28th February  7.00 for 7.30 pm
St Michael's Church 
Naomi Wilkes of Parker Bullen Solicitors will be 
speaking on “Solicitors for Later Life”
Thois meeting is open to all.

March/April

11th March     Mothering Sunday
10.30 am       Holy Communion  CC
10.30 am       Coffee then Morning Worship 

for Mothering Sunday St M
10.30 am       Mothering Sunday Worship AS
6.00 pm         Evensong  AS   
 
18th March 
9.30 am         Holy Communion  AS
11.00 am       Holy Communion and coffee
                      St M
6.00pm          Sunday at Six CC   

25th March     Palm Sunday        
10.30 am       Holy Communion  CC
10.30 am       Coffee then Altogether Worship
                      St M
4.15 pm      Palm Sunday Service AS

1st April Easter Day
9.30 am         Holy Communion  AS
10.30 am       Holy Communion CC
11.00 am       Holy Communion and coffee
                      St M

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND in
LYNDHURST & EMERY DOWN & MINSTEAD

Trusting Christ Transforming Church
Transforming Community

25th February 2018
 2nd Sunday of Lent

Welcome to our gathering today!  
If you wish to know more about the activities of our 
churches, please talk to one of the welcomers, call 
the Benefce Offce (8028 3175) email us  
benefce@newforestparishes.com 
or look us up on Facebook, or the website 
(www.newforestparishes.com).

Today's Services
10.30 am       Holy Communion  CC
10.30 am       Coffee then Altogether Worship
                      St M
10.30 am       Service of the Word AS

Collect 
Almighty God, 
you show to those who are in error 

the light of your truth, 
that they may return 

to the way of righteousness: 
grant to all those who are admitted into 

the fellowship of Christ’s religion, 
that they may reject those things that are 

contrary to their profession, 
and follow all such things as are 

agreeable to the same; 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

Today’s Readings         
Genesis 17. 1 – 7 GNB OT 16
God makes his promise to Abraham that he,
and his wife Sarah, will have a son and that
through him they will become the ancestors of
many people.
Romans 4. 13 - end          GNB NT 184
Paul writes of how Abraham’s faith in God’s
promise made him righteous in God’s sight
and that, likewise, our faith in Jesus, risen
from the dead, will sanctify us before God.
Mark 8. 31 – end GNB NT 55
Now that the disciples recognise Jesus as the
Messiah, he teaches them what the future
holds for him, the cost of following him and
the consequences of remaining faithful to God
on the way of the cross. 
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