
Thought for the Week
Like a parent, God knows how much we need 
praise and reassurance. Embarking on any new 
venture is so much harder if we have suffered 
abuse or neglect instead of encouragement. If we 
believe ourselves unworthy, dragged down by sin 
and on the edge of failure, how can we be strong 
when confronted with temptation, or confdent to 
do God’s will? Like an apple thrown to the 
ground, we will be damaged, with a stain that 
pervades our whole being. 
God does not protect us from the tough tasks we 
face, but we can be sure that we are loved and 
cherished. If we watch carefully, we will recognise
messages of love and approval. They come in the 
words of the Bible, in the blessings of the world 
around us and in the encouragement of other 
people. At the same time, the Spirit drives us into 
the desert, to grow and to gain new understanding 
of ourselves and God’s will for us. Sometimes, too,
we must go there to do the hard tasks that are 
needed to further God’s kingdom. Standing up for 
justice can sometimes seem like a never-ending 
desert where we walk alone. But for those who 
know themselves to be God’s beloved children, 
even the desert has its own sense of peace, despite
the danger and isolation.
Today, as we embark on our Lenten journey, we 
deliberately turn towards the desert,  to strike out 
into the unknown. We embrace that part of God 
that forces us to face our own insignifcance. But 
we do not go without comfort. We go as beloved 
children, safe in the knowledge that if we rely on 
that very Spirit that drives us, we shall return in 
just a few weeks as changed people, rejoicing in 
Christ’s triumph over death and the desert.

Praying as a Benefce

Please use the following text and prayer in a quiet 
time; the text is from this Sunday’s readings and 
the prayer is from Bishop Jonathan.  Please pray 
either at noon or 5.55 pm (or both) every day.
This week’s Bible Text
“The right time has come,” he said, “and the 
Kingdom of God is near!  Turn away from your 
sins and believe the Good News!”  Mark 1: 15 
The Prayer
Gracious and merciful God, our Father,
you know the needs of your people in every place 
and in every time.  Look kindly, we pray, upon the
people of this Benefce.  Draw to us, by your Holy
Spirit, a faithful leader and pastor
who will serve with us before you in all diligence 
and lowliness of heart.  By your blessing, bring 
many to the joys of your Kingdom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Intercessions
In the name of Jesus we pray for healing for

those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit, and
for those who care for them

Daphne Carty, Snowy, Joy from Hillrise, 
Joan Pritchard,  Beth Hirst, Lionel Hall, Mark, 
Lorna Sturney, Becky, Joyce Upward, Joseph, 

Strat Liddiard, Karen, Lucy, Jenny,  
Betty Tripp, Derek White, Tracy Nicholls, 

Alice Pink, Barbara Shearman, Loretta, 
Paul Hanscombe, Stanley and Gill Gibbons,

 Ivy Webb, Crawford, Ralph and Zara Toop, Zac, 
The Lenaerts family, Jasmine, Michael, Alison,

Carol and Don Knott.

We remember those who have died recently,
and pray for their families and friends

especially
Patrick Dingle, Pat Lane, George Compton, and

Frederick Moffatt.

The Week Ahead
Tues 20 1.00 pm Lent Group St M

3.30 pm Churchwardens Meeting
7.30 pm Rock Choir rehearsal St 

M
Weds 2110.30 am Holy Communion and 

coffee in Nondescripts    
11.00 am Bellringing AS
7.30 pm PCC meeting AS

Thurs 227.30 pm Bellringing St M and AS
7.30 pm Lent Group in Church 

AS
Fri 23 3.00 pm Kneeler Group AS

 Next Sunday     25th February
Lent 2

10.30 am       Holy Communion  CC
10.30 am       Coffee then Altogether Worship
                      St M
10.30 am       Service of the Word AS

Genesis 17. 1 – 7 GNB OT 16
Romans 4. 13 - end          GNB NT 184
Mark 8. 31 – end GNB NT 55



Recruitment timetable for our new priest
Interview date – Wednesday 21st February 

A Spring Concert 
with The Marchwood Orchestra
Sunday 25th February at 4.00 pm
At St Michael’s
Tickets £10 on the door or from the offce 
8028 3175

World Women's Day of Prayer 
Friday 2nd March to be held at All Saints Church 
Minstead at 11am (light refreshments will be served 
from 10.30).  All welcome.

Lent Course.  Beginning Tuesday 20th Feb 
1.00 - 2.00 pm
#Live Lent: "Let your Light Shine" is the initiative of 
the Archbishops of Canterbury and York.
Meeting  at St Michaels every Tuesday until Easter. If 
you wish,  arrive early,   from 12.30 with your own 
light lunch - coffee provided. Take a fier and bring a
friend! There is now no Tuesday Evening Home 
Group at     Whinwood     until after Easter.

All Saints' Church Minstead.
Lent Group in Church.
7.30 pm onThursdays in Lent;  not including 
Maundy Thursday.
Studying a book called: "The Things He Carried." by 
Stephen Cottrell.  Meditations for Lent and Holy 
Week.  Published by SPCK.
Stephen Cottrell brings home, vividly and 
poignantly, the physical reality of the passion story. 
This is a book to stimulate thought, provoke 
discussion and create space for contemplation.

March
4th March
9.30 am         Holy Communion  AS
10.30 am       YouChurch CC
11.00 am       Holy Communion and coffee

11th March     Mothering Sunday
10.30 am       Holy Communion  CC
10.30 am       Coffee then Morning Worship 

for Mothering Sunday St M
10.30 am       Mothering Sunday Worship AS
6.00 pm         Evensong  AS   
 
18th March 
9.30 am         Holy Communion  AS
11.00 am       Holy Communion and coffee
                      St M
6.00pm          Sunday at Six CC   

25th March     Palm Sunday        
10.30 am       Holy Communion  CC
10.30 am       Coffee then Altogether Worship
                      St M
4.15 pm      Palm Sunday Service AS
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18th February 2018
1st Sunday of Lent

Welcome to our gathering today!  
If you wish to know more about the activities of 
our churches, please talk to one of the welcomers,
call the Benefce Offce (8028 3175) email us  
benefce@newforestparishes.com 
or look us up on Facebook, or the website 
(www.newforestparishes.com).

Today's Services
9.30 am         Holy Communion  AS
11.00 am       Holy Communion and coffee
                      St M

Collect 
Almighty God, 
whose Son Jesus Christ fasted forty days 

in the wilderness, 
and was tempted as we are, yet without sin: 
give us grace to discipline ourselves 

in obedience to your Spirit; 
and, as you know our weakness, 
so may we know your power to save; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.    Amen.

Today’s Readings         
Genesis 9. 8-17                           GNB OT 16
God tells Noah he is establishing a covenant 
with him, his sons and their descendants. He 
sets his bow in the sky as a sign.

1 Peter 3:18-end                         GNB NT 285
Baptism, an appeal to God for a good 
conscience, saves us through Christ’s 
resurrection. It was prefgured by the saving of
Noah’s family in the water of the food.

Mark 1:9-15                                  GNB NT 43
Jesus is baptised by John and receives God’s 
approval. He is immediately driven out into 
the wilderness, where he is tempted by Satan. 
John is arrested and Jesus begins his Galilean 
ministry.
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