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WELCOME TO THE BENEFICE OF 
LYNDHURST, EMERY DOWN AND MINSTEAD

We are located in the centre of the New Forest and are made up of three parishes: 
St Michael and All Angels, Lyndhurst; Christ Church, Emery Down and All Saints, Minstead.

Lyndhurst is the largest village known as the “Heart of the New Forest.”  Emery Down is a small village 
about 1.4 miles away from Lyndhurst incorporating the hamlets of Bank, Gritnam and Allum
Green. Minstead Village is further still in a rural area a few miles to the north.

As a Benefice we know we have not got all the answers but our desire is to see people come to Christ 
and grow together in a relationship with Him.

Lyndhurst Emery Down Minstead

The Benefice of Lyndhurst, Emery Down and Minstead
Living the Mission of Jesus1



DIRECTION OF TRAVEL
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The roles of a vicar in any parish are many and varied and we acknowledge 

the need to give the vicar freedom to respond to pastoral situations and 

mission opportunities as appropriate.  Churches, Deaneries and the Diocese 

work proactively with Mission Action Planning.  However, this process has not 

been used to its full advantage in this benefice.  We believe that it is now time 

to step up a gear.  We need leadership in this area and so seek this from our 

next Priest-In-Charge.  

Although we recognise that there are distinctives about our three churches 

and the communities in which they are located and serve, after prayer and 

much conversation we have identified some areas which we believe need to 

be priorities for the entire benefice and for all of the churches as we move 

forward under the guidance of the Holy Spirit to proclaim the Good News of 

Jesus Christ.

OBJECTIVES

To develop a Mission Action Plan for the whole benefice.

To develop a programme that enables us to operate primarily as a benefice removing 

unnecessary duplication and ensuring the best use of those with particular gifts so that our 

energies are invested in much more exciting things than just the day to day running of the 

parishes.
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DIRECTION OF TRAVEL
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PRIORITIES

To keep the distinctive nature of the three churches with regards to local witness in each 

community.

To develop relationships with the schools in the benefice and those that the children from the 

benefice attend – ie St Michael and All Angels C of E Infant School, Lyndhurst and Bartley C of E 

Junior School, Bartley. 

To build 3 sustainable churches bringing in a new generation and affirming the current one.

To lead, develop and equip the disciples of the 3 churches to proclaim the gospel in both word and 

deed empowering them to use treasure, talent and time for the work of God’s kingdom.

To develop an incarnational ministry in all 3 communities.

To develop and maintain ecumenical relationships with the other local churches (Catholic and 

Baptist), working on and supporting shared initiatives such as Open the Book and Carers Café.
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BENEFICE LIFE AND MISSION
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Being Church in the midst of the New Forest is rich and varied.  There is a great deal of history, there is a lot of 
beauty and it is full of people at different stages of life all needing the shining light of Jesus in their lives.  

In our benefice we seek to meet people in their everyday lives and to use our buildings as hubs for the 
community.  Like every church we are involved in the three great life events of Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals 
but we seek to do so much more.  Each of our churches is involved in ways to express the love of Jesus in their 
own community with activities ranging from animal blessings and concerts to local history groups and litter 
picks.  However, we are aware that there is a need for a more combined approach across the benefice to give a 
stronger witness. 

“Why do 

apart 

what we 

can better 

do 

together?”

Archbishop William Temple
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BENEFICE LIFE AND MISSION
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We are currently arranged as three separate churches.  We 
each have a PCC and operate autonomously of the others.  
There is no overarching benefice plan and we feel that this is 
something that we need and want to address.  

Over the last few months we have begun to take steps to work 
and play together more.  Our church wardens now meet 
regularly and we have had a benefice Christmas lunch which 
served to bring greater understanding and awareness of others 
in our churches.  We have also begun to work together in 
mission through Open the Book which is a Churches Together 
initiative.  We take an assembly in the Infant School weekly 
and once a month they come to the church in Lyndhurst along 
with some of their parents for a family service.  

We have also been trying to do things differently to attract a 
wider section of our community.  For example at Emery Down 
church we have been running a Fresh Expression called Sunday 
at Six.  This initiative aims to reach people in a non threatening 
way by engaging with the arts with a short gospel message and 
then a reduced meal at the village pub.

All of these things are stepping stones to where we want to be 
and we have become aware that to reach our goals of telling 
people about Jesus we need to combine our efforts where 
appropriate and have a greater awareness of what our 
brothers and sisters are doing. 
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MEET THE TEAM

The Benefice of Lyndhurst, Emery Down and Minstead
Living the Mission of Jesus

Christ Church, Emery Down

June Foote

June was born in India and came to live in England with her parents, 3 sisters and two brothers 
when she was 8 years old.  She remembers a great deal about India and loved living there. She 
attended a Girls School in Greenford and when she left school worked mainly in Solicitors 
Offices in London and Ealing.  She came to live in Lyndhurst 11 years ago and has 2 children and 
4 grandchildren.  She is at present a Sacristan at Christ Church.

Peter Power

Peter (left) is head of Church Fabric and an original founder of our ‘Sunday at Six’ events.  He is 
chairman of the village hall trustees and led the team behind converting the local phone box into 
a bookstall/information point – proceeds going to the church.  He also runs his own company and 
is an active Magistrate.   Peter has two grown up sons and is married to Victoria, who works at 
Winchester College.

Sara Hall

Sara (middle) was educated by nuns at St Hilda’s School in Whitby, Sara passed ‘O’ level Religious 
Knowledge at her third attempt. A ‘late developer’ Sara managed to gain a Certificate of Higher 
Education in Theology from Sarum College after her retirement from university 
administration. Sara’s family arrived in Emery Down in 1970 and she has served twice as our 
Churchwarden.

Michael Combe

Michael (right) originally came to the village in 1949, when he was 5.  When his parents died in 
1986, he and his wife, Libby, moved here.  He worked in London in shipping for over 40 years.  
His two children were brought up here and are both married and living in London.  Michael is 
semi-retired only being involved in a small firm of Lloyds Insurance brokers in London.  Michael 
has been Churchwarden for 5 years.  He is chairman of the Emery Down Alms houses.  He plays a 
lot of Golf (badly) and enjoys all  country pursuits .
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St Michael and All Angels, Lyndhurst

Sheena Watkins (left) 

Sheena is one of our church 
wardens and has lived in 
Lyndhurst for two years.  She is a 
retired Civil Servant and mother 
of one.  Sheena enjoys 
crosswords, reading walking and 
shopping. 

Suzanne Ramsay (right) 

Suzanne is a church warden and 
has lived in the New Forest for 57 
years.  Before retiring Suzanne 
had worked in banking and then 
teaching Mathematics in Primary 
School.  Her main interests,when
not spending time with her 
family, are Scottish Country 
Dancing, horses and her three 
dogs. 

Ann Rogers

Ann is the church administrator 
and also the administrator for the 
benefice.  Ann has worked in this 
role for many years and has also 
served in the role of church 
warden for 6 years.
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MEET THE TEAM
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All Saints, Minstead

Diane is the Parish Clerk. She is 

married to Bill and has two children 

living abroad. She is also a granny. 

When not overseeing the 

births,deaths and marriages she is a 

District councillor. Over the years 

her role has had its unexpected 

moments – at her first wedding the 

couple thought the service was over 

when the organ started to play half 

way through the service and walked 

out of the church!

Alison is the parochial church 

secretary. She is married to Andy, 

has two children and enjoys riding 

in the forest. When not working to 

create the perfect cottage garden 

she is a successful solicitor. As the 

secretary Alison efficiently keeps 

the PCC on track and organises the 

church charities programme. She is 

currently raising funds for Minstead

Training Trust. She profoundly 

believes that it is our own faith,our

families and our communities that 

sustain us.

Awaiting photo

Liz is one of the church wardens, 

she is married to Terry. She works 

hard in her role for the benefit of 

the church, described as 

dependable. She is known for her 

cheerful disposition and enthusiasm 

for any project she undertakes. She 

also has a reputation for persuading 

individuals to perhaps undertake 

tasks they would not do if not 

prompted and has been describing 

as having the ability to sell fridges 

to eskimos!
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LIVING HERE
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Covering 145 square miles, the New Forest is a place of ancient history, fascinating wildlife and stunning beauty.  

It is a mosaic of ancient and ornamental woodland, open heather-covered heaths, rivers and valley mires, a 

coastline of mudflats and salt marshes, and pretty historic villages. The New Forest National Park is now the 

largest area of lowland heath in southern England.

The benefice is located in the centre of the National Park.  The residents of the three parishes are a diverse 

community, mainly concentrated in the semi-rural village of Lyndhurst but also dispersed throughout the more 

rural parishes of Emery Down and Minstead.

The 2011 census found the population of Lyndhurst as a whole to be older (25 % of the population were over 

65) than the county average and the national average.  43 % of property is owned, but nearly 11% is social 

housing (council and housing association.  Unemployment is low (1.4%).  The population of Lyndhurst (including 

Emery Down) was 3,192 in the 2015 census www.thenewforest.co.uk
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LIVING HERE
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Lyndhurst has been known as the capital of the New Forest since William the Conqueror 

established the area as a royal hunting ground in 1079.The large village is popular with 

tourists, offering a range of shops, tea rooms, pubs and cafes and a hotel. St Michael & All 

Angels church is a popular stop for visitors who seek out the grave of Alice Liddell 

(Hargreaves) resident of the area and the inspiration for Lewis Carroll’s “Alice’s 

Adventures in Wonderland”. There is a very active community life illustrated by a large 

number of clubs and societies, many of which meet in the large community hall. Emery 

Down lies approx. 1.4 miles from Lyndhurst. It is a small village clustered around a hilltop 

with an Inn, a village hall and five alms houses. The church, the school (now closed ) and 

the alms houses were built with the support of a significant benefactor: Admiral 

Boultbee, who settled in a cottage there.

Minstead , (population 708) ,2 miles north of Lyndhurst  enjoys a strong and varied 

community life. Activities and facilities within the village include: Minstead Training Trust; 

Furzey Gardens; Rural Studies Centre ; Campanologists; Annual Flower Show ; History 

Group; Junior Minstead ; Conan Doyle grave; Church choir ; annual Village Fete ; Minstead

Players; WOW group; Church kneeler tapestry group ; shop/tearooms; pub; large village 

hall.   www.minstead.org.uk

Local leisure centre facilities are available in Totton, to the east of the Forest and 

Lymington to the south. The New Forest with its diverse landscapes is the perfect place to 

enjoy many forms of exercise such as rambling, cycling and horse riding. Sailing and other 

water sports are also popular on the coastal and inland waters.
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LIVING HERE
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St Michael & All Angels CE Infant School, a branch of the Oaks CE Learning Federation, is a highly successful school 

serving the young children of Lyndhurst and the surrounding villages.  Bartley CE Junior School has been 

established for 40 years as a church school and was judged to be an outstanding school at the SIAMS inspection in 

2015.  Hounsdown Secondary School  is an Academy school with an outstanding Ofsted report (2017).  

Brockenhurst 6th form college and Totton college, offer A levels, vocational, apprenticeships , adult learning and 

business courses.  www.oakscelearningfederation.co.uk ; www.bartleyhants.sch.uk ; www.hounsdown.sch.uk ; 

www.brock.ac.uk ; www.totton.ac.uk

12 miles to the east of Lyndhurst is the major port of Southampton.  The population of approx. 250,000 increases 

during term-time with the addition of 44,000 students of the two Universities: University of Southampton  

www.southampton.ac.uk and Southampton Solent University www.solent.ac.uk.  The city has a large shopping 

centre and West Quay retail park, which has been recently extended to include a multi- screen cinema and 

numerous restaurants.  Southampton has a growing cultural quarter with arts, heritage, entertainment, events 

and music.  It is also home to the Mayflower Theatre, the Nuffield Theatre and the Turner Sims concert hall.  

www.discoversouthampton.co.uk.  Bournemouth, with its excellent beaches, lies 20 miles to the west and London 

is only 80 minutes away by train.  www.bournemouth.co.uk.  From the North, London and the Home Counties, 

the M3, M27 and A34 provide fast, direct road links into the area. The A36 is the major route from the West 

Country, Bristol and Wales.
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PROPERTY PARTICULARS
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Key features

• Detached property

• Driveway to provide off road parking for 

several cars

• Five bedrooms; three double bedrooms and 

two single bedrooms

• 23ft lounge with open fire

• Dining room

• Newly fitted kitchen 

• Utility room

• Study / second reception room

• Downstairs w/c

• Modern re-fitted bathroom with walk in 

shower and bath

• Double garage

5 Forest Gardens, Lyndhurst, SO43 7AF

The property is located in a quiet road situated on the edge of Lyndhurst High Street.

Lyndhurst, known as the ‘capital of The New Forest’ is a bustling village with many cafes, restaurants and a range of 
shops. Lyndhurst has direct forest access and is home to many New Forest Ponies, Cattle, Donkeys and Pigs that all enjoy 
roaming freely on the Forest, amongst the residents and tourists. 

The school catchment for the property is St Michael’s C of E Infant School and Bartley C of E Junior School, both with 
‘good’ Ofsted reports and Hounsdown Secondary School with an ‘outstanding’ Ofsted report.

The New Forest, with much of its boundary within The National Park, is a designated conservation area and has been 
awarded status as a ‘National Character Area’, a ‘Site of Special Scientific Interest’ and a ‘Special Protection Area’ for 
birds, which makes it a special place to work and live.

View of rear of property
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5 Forest Gardens, Lyndhurst, SO43 7AF

This floorplan is not accurate or to scale and therefore should be used as a guide only

Floorplan

The lounge

13



ROLE DESCRIPTION
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SPIRITUALITY

• Is faithful in their own life of prayer and walking with God, including appropriate time for reflection and 

quiet days.

• Has a personal and living relationship with Jesus evidenced by their desire to share their story with others

• Is aware of their own limitations and reliance on God seeking help where necessary

WORSHIP AND PREACHING

• Enjoys working with both traditional and modern styles of worship and discerns which style is the most 

appropriate for a given situation

• Can sustain and enrich ministry in three churches moving us forward in one direction as a benefice

• Loves the Bible and is effective and inspiring at teaching it, making it relevant to our everyday situations

• Is a good communicator with a good sense of humour

LEADERSHIP AND COLLABORATION

• Casts a vision and encourages others to journey with them

• Collaborates with the PCC’s and delegates responsibilities where appropriate

• Sensitively and skilfully manages change in order for the Benefice to grow and for people to hear about 

Christ
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DISCIPLESHIP, LEARNING AND NURTURE

• Leads and encourages others to use their gifts and talents.

• Nurtures all people to become better disciples of Jesus

• Is a good mixer – able to engage with the breadth of the community, including all within the life of the 

church

• Will inspire and draw the next generation into the Church

EVANGELISM AND SOCIAL JUSTICE

• Will proclaim the good news within the community by prayer and example

• Can develop growth and mission opportunities in the churches and in the community

• Can develop a presence within the local schools attending regularly to do assemblies and working alongside 

staff

• Embraces and is sensitive to the needs of a rural community

15



ROLE DESCRIPTION

The Benefice of Lyndhurst, Emery Down and Minstead
Living the Mission of Jesus

PASTORAL CARE, STEWARDSHIP AND PARISH ORGANISATION

• Is a Good Shepherd providing pastoral care

• Demonstrates a presence within the community being involved in civic life and is visible within the villages 

as the vicar

• Listens to all and is approachable

• Manages change sensitively discussing proposed changes and ensuring that all voices are heard

• Manages and ensures that the resources of the Benefice are released for our combined mission

ECUMENISM AND LINKS TO OTHER BODIES

• Works well with other professional bodies building good relationships with them and signposting others to 

them when necessary

• Works with the local Churches Together Group by attending meetings and collaborating on combined 

initiatives

• Engages in the life of the deanery and the diocese using their gifts and skills for the benefit of the wider 

church
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