
For the Meeting with representatives from the Deanery and Churchwardens; 20 Nov 2017 

 

Questions: 

1. New ventures are being developed in the Archdeaconry.  Is it likely the Benefice will 

be able to benefit from these? 

2. What is the rationale for proposing suspension? 

3. What would the advantages be for us and how would they meet our needs? 

4. What options for the future cure of souls in the Benefice have been defined to date? 

5. When will the Bishop make his decision to suspend presentation or not? 

6. Why now?  

7. Was there a plan in the background to bring in another parish?  

8. Is there a plan to merge the 3 PCC's?  

9. Is it a case of many parishes/benefices being dealt with this way to allow changes to 

be imposed more easily? 

10. If we have a priest-in-charge, who would own the freehold of the vicarage and 

churchyard? 

11. We also need to know if there is a definite plan to change things. 

 

Concerns: 

1. That the appointment is not seen as a stop gap either by either the appointee, church 

members or the wider community. 

2. If we continue to look to appoint through advertising, it will be extremely hard to 

attract the right candidate to a priest in charge, short term appointment. 

3. That the appointment might be someone who already has a church or churches; which 

would obviously limit his/her time for us. 

 

Observations: 

1. There are urgent issues that need addressing both at parish & benefice level, and we 

need someone to take the church forward during this period. 

2. If the diocese is considering restructuring the benefice, the Bishop and his advisors will 

have candidates in mind who have experienced of "change management", this is more 

likely to result in the right appointment. 

 

 
Churchwardens; Benefice of Emery Down, Lyndhurst and Minstead.  November 17th, 2017. 


