
SUSPENSION OF PRESENTATION 
What does suspension mean? 
Every benefice (which may be one parish or a number of parishes together) has a patron or patrons who have 
the right and responsibility to appoint a priest as incumbent. Suspension means that the right of the patrons 
to do this is suspended by the Bishop. It does not mean that the benefice itself is suspended or ceases to exist. 
The Bishop continues to have the responsibility to ensure that there is pastoral care in the benefice through 
the work of a priest and others ministering with them. 
 
Why suspend presentation? 
In the majority of cases suspension takes place and can only continue when there is some kind of pastoral re-
organisation planned or in view. Pastoral reorganisation basically means how parishes are organised with a 
priest as their incumbent. Among the range of possibilities included in pastoral reorganisation are the creation 
of a new parish and the joining of parishes together into a new benefice. Suspension of presentation means 
that an incumbent cannot be appointed until the pastoral reorganisation is concluded. 
 
Does suspension mean that a priest will not be appointed? 
If a benefice is in a time of vacancy (that is, without a vicar) and the presentation is suspended, the Bishop will 
most often appoint a priest-in-charge. The duties of a priest-in-charge are the same as those of an incumbent 
appointed by the patrons and both are licensed by the Bishop for the work they do. Whilst legally there are 
differences between an incumbent and a priest-in-charge, to parishioners and to the world at large there will 
be no obvious difference at all: in each case the person concerned will be thought of by all (and probably 
addressed) as “vicar”. The main difference between an incumbent and a priest-in-charge concerns the legal 
rights that go with the ownership of the church and house. 
 
Can there be suspension while the “parish” has a vicar? 
Suspension can take place or a further period of suspension can take place while a priest is in post only if that 
priest is a priest-in-charge and not an incumbent. 
 
Can suspension go on for ever? 
In the first place suspension is for five years but further periods of suspension can take place. In every case the 
parishes affected are consulted and the Diocesan Mission & Pastoral Committee must recommend suspension 
to the Bishop. Suspension can only continue as long as there is a justifiable reason, usually that pastoral 
reorganisation is in process or in view. This pastoral re-organisation must affect directly or be most likely to 
affect the benefice that is suspended. Sometimes pastoral re-organisation may involve a number of parishes 
and benefices, not all of which are vacant, and it may take time for everything to be achieved. However it 
would not be proper to suspend a benefice in a purely speculative way or continue it as a way of not 
appointing an incumbent. The emphasis must be on providing a clear pattern for the provision of pastoral care 
and thus restoring the rights of patrons to present someone as incumbent as soon as possible. If the specific 
plans for pastoral reorganisation are not defined then they must form a clear part of a pastoral strategy and 
plan which the Deanery is considering. Such plans are monitored by the Diocesan Mission & Pastoral 
Committee. The Diocesan Mission & Pastoral Committee also considers all plans for pastoral re-organisation 
and makes recommendations to the Bishop concerning them. 
 
Please note that the above explanatory notes are an attempt to explain things that are properly defined in 
careful legal language. Nothing in these notes should be considered to be definitive or binding or in any way 
re-interpreting the provisions of the Mission and Pastoral Measure 2011 or its Code of Practice.  
 
All queries should be addressed to Mrs Cathy Roberts at the Diocesan Office on 01962 737306 or email 
catherine.roberts@winchester.anglican.org.                                                                          Amended 21 March 2014 
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