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 The Benefice of Lyndhurst and Emery Down and Minstead 

The Parishes’ Office, St Michael & All Angels Church, High Street, LYNDHURST, SO43 7BD 

Telephone: 023 8028 3175 

benefice@newforestparishes.com   www.newforestparishes.com    

20 October 2017 

Dear Cathy, 

Mission and Pastoral Measure 2011 

Suspension of Presentation – Benefice of Lyndhurst and Emery Down and Minstead 

Thank you for your letter of 19 October 2017; emailed to us by Richard Streatfield. 

We welcome the wish of the Deanery Mission and Pastoral Committee to allow flexibility 

within the Benefice and explore the possibility of pastoral reorganisation to meet the 

needs of our three parishes. 

It is unfortunate that we were not warned of the recommendations given to the Bishop by 

the Deanery, Archdeaconry and Diocesan Mission and Pastoral Committees.  We thank you 

and Richard for apologising for this situation but we would appreciate an explanation of 

why this courtesy was not shown to us by those responsible. 

As you know, this Benefice is in an interregnum.  The last church service at which the 

incumbent presided was on Sunday 30 April; since when a period of very nearly six months 

has elapsed.  Until 19 October there had been no indication that reorganisation was being 

considered. 

We cannot comment on the suggestion to suspend presentation without more information.  

As sequestrators, the churchwardens have a responsibility to their PCCs and hope to pass 

them accurate information.  This letter is being circulated to them at the same time as your 

letter and attachment. 

We understood from the Archdeacon’s meeting with the PCCs that new ventures are being 

developed in this Archdeaconry.  Is it likely that the Benefice will be able to benefit from 

these?  In the first instance, however, we need to know: 

• The rationale for proposing suspension; 

• What the advantages would be for us and how they would meet our needs; 

• What options for the future cure of souls in the Benefice have been defined to date; 

• When the Bishop will make his decision to suspend presentation or not. 

In a telephone conversation today, you indicated that the deadline of 20 November could 

extend to mid-December and that arrangements in place for recruitment and selection stay 

the same.  We understand that we need to set up a meeting with the Area Dean, The Revd 

Peter Salisbury, the Lay Chairman, Bill Andrews, and the Deanery Mission and Pastoral 

Committee. 

Our PCCs may decide to request a meeting with the Bishop. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

The Benefice Churchwardens:- 

Suzanne Ramsay and Sheena Watkins – Lyndhurst 

Michael Combe and Sara Hall – Emery Down 

Elizabeth Randall and Isabel Yeo – Minstead 

Cc Area Dean, Lay Chairman, Designated Officer, PCC Secretaries 


