
THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND IN LYNDHURST AND EMERY DOWN AND MINSTEAD 

WEDDING INFORMATION AND PLANNING 

 

Welcome! 

Thanks so much for enquiring about holding your wedding with 

us. We hope this information will answer a lot of questions. 
Please don't hesitate to get in touch to ask anything. 
'a man leaves his father and mother and is united with his wife, and the 
two become one'. (Gen 2.24) 
Jesus said: 'the scripture says that in the beginning the Creator made 
people male and female... And God said, ‘For this reason a man will 
leave his father and mother and unite with his wife, and the two will 
become one.’ So they are no longer two, but one. (Matthew 19.4-5) 
'every man should have his own wife, and every woman should have 
her own husband. A man should fulfil his duty as a husband, and a 
woman should fulfil her duty as a wife, and each should satisfy the 
other's needs. A wife is not the master of her own body, but her 
husband is; in the same way a husband is not the master of his own 
body, but his wife is. (1 Cor 7.2-3) 

 

Legal Preliminaries 

These must be agreed for a wedding booking to take place. 

Banns of Marriage 

This is the publication of your intended marriage in both the 

church where you wish to be married, and of the parishes 
where you live. 

Your Banns will be called in Lyndhurst or Emery Down or 
Minstead at the main morning service on the first three Sundays 
of the month prior to your wedding. You should be here to hear 

them read. 
You will need to contact the parish churches where you live to 
arrange for your Banns to be called there, pay the fee, and 
collect the certificate from them after they are called. Your 

wedding cannot   proceed without this certificate. 
Special Licence must be applied for to the Archbishop's Faculty 

Office. www.facultyoffice.org.uk/ 

Common Licences are arranged through the local Bishop's 
Surrogate for Marriage. 

Participation 

You might have musicians, readers, people who would pray, or 
even a Vicar among your family or friends. It would be good to 
involve them in your wedding. The more, the merrier. 

Music 

The music you'd like is your choice, and your responsibility to 

organise: organist / choir / band / pre-recorded. Our office can 
help with organist and hymn suggestions, but you need to 
confirm bookings and what you'd like to have by at least a 
month before the wedding date with the musicians. Brides 
Guide (iTunes) gives you some suggestions for hymns and 
songs. 

Flowers in Church 

Please contact the church Flower Team as soon as possible to 

discuss flowers. We basically need to know if you'll be leaving 

flowers, or if we need to do them for Sunday. A church flower 
arranger may be able to do flowers for you. Please don't just 

arrange things with a florist or friend without informing our 
flower arrangers. 

Photographer  /videographer 

Please provide us with details once you have booked a 

photographer. We don't allow flash at all, or photographs  
during the declarations, vows, and exchange of rings so you can 

concentrate totally on these most important words of your life. 
We also ask photographers not to move except during hymns. 

Order of Service 

Most people find it helpful for the congregation to have an 
order, with Hymns and Bible readings in. Please check a proof 
with us before you go to the printers. 

Please photocopy extra sheets for the choir/band – these can 
just be the words and don’t need fancy covers. 
Please bring a final copy of your Order of Service to the 

rehearsal. 

The Church of England Marriage Service shows the options 

available, a selection of bible readings, etc:  
http://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-  

worship/worship/texts/pastoral/marriage/marriage.aspx 
 

 

Rehearsal 

This will normally be Thursday evening before the wedding. It 
is helpful to have everyone there who will be participating in 
the service. Please bring a final copy of your Order of Service 
for the Vicar to make notes. 

Confetti may be used in the Church grounds. It must be eco- 

friendly and bio-degradable. Please ask your guests not to use it 
near the doors, or your ushers will have a hard task to clear up! 

Fees 

These need to be paid before the wedding can proceed, We 

will invoice you for these when your banns are being called 
and ask you to send us a cheque as promptly as possible. For 
rates, see below. 
If your wedding is being video recorded, under the Performing 

Rights Act, the organist/ choir/ band / bells fees have to be 
doubled. 

Cars and parking 

Lyndhurst   Only bridal and disabled cars may be brought up to 
the church doors.  Other vehicles park in the village car park. 
Traffic in and around Lyndhurst is extremely heavy at weekends 

from April to October and journey times can double then. 

Emery Down  You can pull up and park outside the Lych gate: 
please ask the Clerk to arrange cones to save a space. 

Minstead Your car can come right up to the Lych Gate, and  

wait there during the wedding. Cones can be provided! Space is 
very limited, so for a lot of guest cars, you'll need to arrange 
other space at the Village Hall or in the Glebe field, please ask. 

 

Preparation for your marriage beyond the wedding: 

Marriage Preparation Days: We ask you to book in for one of 
these which we run, as a condition of marrying you here. 

The Marriage Book by Nicky and Sila Lee, (Alpha International 

Pubs, London 2002). We ask you to buy this book, then book a 

series of evenings-in together, get a meal for two, something 
you like to drink, light a candle: then work through the chapters 

together. 

The Marriage Course: Various churches run a course based on 
this book, called.  For details, see: http://relationshipcentral.org/ 

The Alpha Course is a fantastic way of exploring your spiritual 

life from a Christian perspective, as the background to why you 
are getting married in church. We recommend all our couples 
to join a course as they prepare for, or set off on their married 
life. Find a course near you at: http://www.alpha.org/ 

 

We believe Jesus shows us who God is, and what He's like: 
why not read the four gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John) in a 
modern translation (we use the Good News Bible) together? 

Jesus said, 'Listen, I stand at the door and knock. If you listen to my 
voice, and open the door, I will come in, and I will eat with you, and 
you will eat with me.' (Rev. 3.20) 



 

Planning Your Wedding 

 

CHURCH 

Minister  Organist/musicians  

Clerk  Bellringers wanted  

Heating  Flower Team contacted?  

WEDDING PARTY 

Best man/men  

Ushers  

Bridesmaids  

Flowergirl(s)/pageboy(s)  

Readers(s)  

Prayer leader(s)  

Witnesses (full names)   

Photographer  

Videographer (see note)  

Printed order by  Number of guests  

PLANNING THE CEREMONY 

Getting in Groom waits at front, 

bridal procession 

Groom and party, then 

bridal party processions 

Bridal and 

grooms parties 
process together 

Other 

‘Shape’ of 

service 

Vows at beginning Vows later Other 

Father to give bride away? 

How to say your vows: Repeated Read Memorised 

Rings One  or Two 

 

Music (please make sure you have organist choir/band/ musicians booked in good time) 

Incoming music  

1st Hymn  

2nd Hymn  

3rd Hymn  

Music while signing 

registers 

 

Outgoing music  

Any other music?  

 

Reading(s) 

1. (Bible) Read by  

2. Read by  

3. Read by  

 

Prayers 

1. Read by  

2. Read by  

3. Your own prayer Read by  

4. We usually say The Lord’s Prayer 

Additional notes and ideas: 

e.g. Light candles for each other then combine in a central 

Sand phials from home combined … 



Minstead Robert Osborne 023 8081 2375 ozmus@btinternet.com 

Emery Down Don Milsom 023 8051 0818 don.milsom@tiscali.co.uk 

 

 

The Parishes Office: St Michael’s Church, High Street, Lyndhurst, SO43 7BD 

023 8028 2154 (Vicarage, then transfers to Office) 

CONTACTS 

023 8028 3175 (Office direct, staffed MWThF 10.00-2.00, Answerphone otherwise) 

email:  benefice@newforestparishes.com 
Web:  www.newforestparishes.com 

Administrator: Ann Rogers (In Mon Weds Thurs Fri 10.00-2.00) 

Vicar: (Revd) Dr James Bruce 
5 Forest Gardens, Lyndhurst, SO43 7AF 

Wedding Clerks: 

Lyndhurst Sue Fisher 023 8028 2066 sue.fisher@waitrose.co.uk 

Emery Down Jean Dancy 023 8028 2531 jeandancy@btinternet.com 

Minstead Diane Andrews 023 8081 3349 cmpdiane@googlemail.com 
 

Organists 

(You're free to book who you like, just let us know please!): 

Lyndhurst & 

 

 

The church office can help by approaching organists we often use, but it is your responsibility to confirm a booking with 
an organist/musicians, and to arrange music with them. Please make sure you speak to your organist/musicians at least a 
month before the wedding. 

 

Flowers in church:  

Lyndhurst Doreen Elsey 023 8028 2667 

Emery Down Jill Hutton 023 8028 4845 

Minstead Jill Hutton 023 8028 4845 
 

SUNDAY CHURCH GATHERINGS 

We love you to join us in church over the six months before your wedding, so we can get to know each other, and 

you will feel much more at home in the wedding. 

 

St Michael’s Lyndhurst: 2nd & 4th 8.00am BCP Communion 

10.30am All Together Informal Worship 
1st & 3rd 11.00am Communion with Young Church 

 

Christ Church Emery Down 2nd & 4th 9.30am James leads Communion 
1st 10.30am YouChurch 

3rd 6pm Sundays@6 
 

All Saints, Minstead 1st & 3rd 9.30am James leads Communion 
2nd & 4th 10.30am Morning Prayer 

2nd 6.00pm Traditional Evensong 
 
 

 

These must be settled at the time of reading Banns, a month before the wedding. 

FEES 

 

Winchester Diocesan Board of Finance 180.00   

Lyndhurst / CC / AS PCC 326.00   

Banns 21.00   

(Banns for a wedding in another parish 34.00)   

Organist 65.00   

Choir / band 65.00   

Bells 80.00   

Licences: Common to Surrogate; Special to Faculty Office p.o.a.   

Additional copy of marriage certificate - at the time of registration 4.00   

- issued subsequently 10.00   

Flowers, order of service, decorations, etc ???   

    

    

    

Total    

 


